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God brings new life
0 two total strangers
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Overcoming Obstacles to Faith 4

Il’l our last edition, I shared with you the results of our £

research regarding what factors encouraged Chinese students
and scholars who have come to America to become disciples of Jesus
Christ. The top answer was the loving relationships of Christians who
connected with them and helped them in a new land. They mentioned, over
and over again, the impact of seeing something in the lives of Christians
who reached out to help them.

What obstacles made it difficult for these students to become disciples of
Jesus? I promised that I would share with you in this edition the responses
we received. The top two answers were:

- Christians behaving badly - bad attitudes and bad behavior
+ Too much pressure (o make a faith commitment

One comment made was, “Some Christians don’t behave well outside the
church.” Another person simply observed that they were “not loving each
other” One felt pressured and said in regards to Christians, “They were
over-zealous and even appeared to be interfering with my private life.”
And another commented, “Some Christians were too eager to evangelize,
and, in the process, give people too much pressure.”

There were also personal obstacles shared that the students faced in
coming to follow Jesus. These were:

- The desire to remain faithful to their own culture and background

- Concerns of how returning to China as a Christian could impact
their lives

- What family members will think and how will they respond

One student said, “I was raised as an atheist with the typical communist
education. I never believed there was a God.” And another stated, “My
education since childhood formed my mentality of self-reliance and self-
strength. I firmly believed that our future is in our own hands by working
hard, getting a good education and good jobs.”

It is a challenge for us fallen human beings to meet the deep spiritual
needs of those who have been taught that there is no God. It is not only
difficult; it is impossible without the working of the Holy Spirit. We need to
continue to pray for each other - that God will help us show His light, not
leading others away from Him but to Him. Remember, even those who
gave these answers eventually became Christians - so God did get through
to them in spite of the obstacles. But neither should we excuse ourselves;
we are called to be “Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making
His appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). We need to prayerfully
surrender to Him and be faithful to share the Gospel

in season and out of season. It is God who works
in us to do His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). < W

Glen Osborn, COM President
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it /0y Good News

A Gift that Gives to YOU and COM
.. IS @ Gift Annuity right for you?

Are you looking for a guaranteed fixed income
for you and/or your spouse, combined with a way to support
China Qutreach Ministries? A charitable gift annuity may be the
answer to achieving both of these goals. When you fund a gift annuity
with cash or appreciated property (such as stock) with COM and the
Orchard Foundation, you will be guaranteed income for either one
person or two at a rate comparable to, or exceeding, what you may
receive from many other kinds of investments (such as certificates of
deposit). You will also receive a tax deduction for a portion of the
gift you make and some of the income you receive will be tax-free!

Below are some sample interest rates and corresponding ages:

ONE PERSON TWO PEOPLE
AGE RATE AGE RATE

70 5.1% 70/71 4.6%
75 5.8 75/77 5.1
80 6.8 80/81 5.8
85 7.8 85/86 6.9
90 9.0 90/91 8.4

Submitted by Gregg and Nancy Smyrl, University of Pennsylvannia, Philadelphia




families to be prosperous and
happy. We develop relation-
ships through tutoring with
these students, but they are
often less willing to discuss
topics that they might con-
sider controversial - topics
like religion and family.

We ask for your continued
prayers as we share the joy and
hope that faith in Jesus brings
and attempt to develop deeper
relationships with students
and scholars.

One final story to share: Last
month, we traveled to Austin
to celebrate one of our former
students earning her doctoral
degree. “WF” came to UNM to
work on her master’s degree.
Initially, she was disinterested
in any discussions about faith
and religion. But through
relationships with many
Christians and witnessing
their consistent example of
service and joy, she gradually
opened up and eventually
made a decision to follow
Jesus as well as to lead her

mother to Christ! Please pray
with us that she will be able
to continue to grow in her
faith, and that she can be
brave and bold in sharing her
new hope with family, friends
and colleagues. W

It Is Rea

How an interest in
the culture can lead
to a conversation
about the Gospel.

Snapshots from our workers




Sunlight & Rain

How God brought new life
to two total strangers.

“One day, she confessed
that she could never do
enough for what Buddhism
teaches. She wanted to
know what was

important and true.”
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Submitted by John and Karen Zondlo, Colorado State University-Pueblo

We continue to have an active
ministry to Chinese students and
scholars at Colorado State University-Pueblo.
We have learned that tutoring provides the
best opportunity for a deeper relationship as
well as the best opportunity to share the
Gospel with students and scholars - not only
by what we say, but also in how we live our
lives.

There are a small number of scholars at CSU-
Pueblo who typically show the most interest in learning about the God we
serve. Scholars are usually visiting faculty - professors who already have
Ph.D’s, or other advanced degrees, and are here to work collaboratively with
host faculty members. They are often older. They have gained some signifi-
cant “real work” experience, but they have also experienced more of life’s joys
and frustrations. Having achieved their academic goals, they frequently

wonder why they are not “happy.” The Christians that the scholars meet
when they arrive here, and the gracious help and genuine friendship they

experience, impact them. Both Karen and I tutor scholars, and we are very
encouraged by their curiosity and openness to the Gospel.

Students, on the other hand, are younger and typically have not been out
of school when they arrive. Since it is rare for students in China to have
part-time jobs (they study such a great amount of time), their primary life
experience is school. They believe the future is at their fingertips if they
continue to study hard and get good grades.

At the University of New Mexico, most of the students we worked with were
graduate students. Here, most of the students are undergraduate students
in degree-seeking programs. While less than a decade separates them, the
differences are almost generational. China’s fast growing economy, and
subsequent growth in its middle class, is very evident in the younger students
we now see. As a result, they are sometimes not as interested in talking about
faith. They believe they know the main reason for America’s success - money,
and they want to make a lot of it! They carry a lot of pressure from their




Ministry is like a rainbow

- generational differences
between students and
scholars.



Knowing God

How we all can play a part

introducing others to God.

he Bible Says in Hebrews 11:6, "And without faith it is impossible
to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that
He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him."

Believing God exists and believing He is good are two foundational beliefs
that Susan and I try to share with our Chinese friends. In addition, we also
share about an open heart and a desire to know the truth. As John 14:6 says,
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.”

As this semester ends, we wonder about our students, especially those who
are returning to China permanently. Do they know the Lord? Will they draw
close to Him? Will the seeds that were planted in those who are not saved
grow up into eternal life?

what you believe.”

In regards to “L,” who gave her heart to the Lord
at our last UAlbany Bible Study of the semester,
and for “B,” who also gave his heart to Jesus, we
are confident that their repentance, faith and
hope are firmly planted in Jesus’ death and love.
In regards to others, we know that seeds have
been planted; we pray for our Father to protect
the seeds and to cause them to grow.

How do we help others get to know God?
Talk about Him naturally with your family and
friends, your co-workers and neighbors. Share your belief in
God when appropriate; talk about His goodness when the opportunity pres-
ents itself. Pray for them. Do not ask for a re-
sponse; just share what you believe. Before

“«D
o not ask for a
long, especially when they see the love, joy

response; just share  andhope that is within you, they will start to

ask you questions.

That leads me to this year's Niagara Falls
trip. Eighteen internationals accompanied us
out to Buffalo during Memorial Day weekend. The bus ride went well. The
weather was great. The host families were filled with God's love and joy, and
the conference was filled with worship. The spiritual conversations through-
out brought both glory to God and the internationals closer
to Jesus. Returning from the trip, we received the
following email from one of the attendees:

"I am very grateful for everything you've done
for us. Both the trip and the conference were
wonderful and well organized. Many thanks
for all your efforts, patience, kindness and valu-
able time. It will always be kept in my memory.
We had a great time at the Falls. It was awe-
some. And we have learned a lot about the
Bible and Christianity."

May God bless all of our efforts as we share with
others this new life that He has given us. B






